Defense  Doounont  2877 


Exhibit  # 


is:  telegram 


FRO!.  F.O.  TO  TOKYO 


TIo  •  1214 


29  Oct  47. 


R:  30/0230Z  Oct  47 


Questions  propounded  on  behalf  of  the 
fcinitsu,  Ihmoru: 


dl’ESTION  10.  1: 


Question 

Answer: 


7', 'hat  is  your  name  and  present  office? 

SR  ROBERT  LESLIE  CRAIGIE,  United  Kingdom  representative  to 


the  United  Nations  '.7a r  Crino3  Comission. 

QUESTION  HO.  2:  During  what  period  wero  you  His  Britannic  Ihjesty's  Ambassador 


ANStTER : 


to  Japan? 

From  Sept.  3rd  1937  until  the  outbreak  of  war. 


QUESTION  NO.  3:  Did  you,  from  information  rocoived  by  you  in  your  official 

capacity  as  such  ambassador,  have  an  opportunity  to  know  the 
.  activities  and  policios  of  liunoru  Shigonitsu,  tho  Ambassador 
from  Japan  to  tho  Court  of  St,  James's  from  October  1938  until 


ANSWER  i 


his  return  to  Tolryo  on  loava? 


QUESTION  HO.  4:  Please  state  what  you  know  as  a  result  from  such  information 

suoh  activities  and  polioios,  giving  tho  basis  of  your  knowlod; 


ANSWER: 


From  records  of  conversations  which  Mr.  Shigonitsu  had  with 


British  Cabinet  ?tinist  rs  and  others  in  London,  I  know  that  ho 
was  doing  ovorything  in  his  power  to  improve  Anglo- Japanose 
relations  and  easo  tho  growing  tension. 
kUESTI0IJ  NO.  5:  Did  Mr.  Shigcsnitsu  return  fren  London  on  leave,  arriving  in 

Tokyo  on  or  about  July  20,  1941,  and  remain  in  Tokyo  until  tho 


ANSWER: 


outbreak  of  war? 


QUESTION  NO.  6:  Did  you  moot  Mr.  Shigcnitsu  after  his  rotum  to  Tokyo,  and,  if 


ANS’YER : 


so,  approximately  how  many  mootings  did  you  hava  with  him? 
Yes,  six  or  seven  timos. 
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\  QUESTION  210, 
ANSWER : 
QUESTION  NO. 

a:  "8V. Tils 

QUESTION  NO. 

ANSWER s 
iUESTIOH  HO. 
ANSTiERi 


.UESTIOH  NO. 


ANS". ’51 : 


7s  V.'orc  th.so  mootings  of  an  offioial  or  social  naturo,  or  both. 


Both. 

•  * 

8s  Did  ho  toll  you  tho  purpose  for  which  ho  returned,  and,  if  so, 

what  did  ho  say  was  his  purposo? 

*  \ 

Yos,  ho  said  ho  had  roturnod  on  lonvc  because  ho  boliovod  ho 
could  at  that  moment  do  more  in  Tokyo  than  in  London  to  arrost 
the  dotorioration  in  relations  with  tho  ‘  ‘ostorn  Powors. 

9s  Did  you  discuss  with  him  tho  ir.iprov  .nent  of  Anglo-Jc. panes o 

relations,  tho  peaceful  settlement  of  differences  botwoon  tho 
two  countrios  and  tho  r.voidanco  of  war,  or  any  of  those  subjoot 
Yos.  ’7o  disoussod  all  thoso  subjects. 

10s  Tihat  did  ho  say  regarding  these  subjects  or  any  of  them? 

*7e  discussed  various  suggestions  for  averting  the  cata3tropho 
of  war.  Ur.  Shigemitsu  was  simultaneously  having  talks  with 
Admiral  Toyoda  and  other  leading  Japanese.  After  this  intor 
of  time  it  is  difficult  to  rouomber  exactly  what  he  said  and  i, 
any  case  our  conversations  were  purely  unofficial  sinco  tho 

r 

negotiations  which  would  docido  the  issuo  of  poaoo  or  v/ar  wore 
proceeding  at  Washington.  But  our  talks  left  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  of  Hr.  Shigonitsu’s  oarnost  desire  to  help  towards  a 


poacoful  settlement.  IIo  remained  hopoful  as  long  as  Prince 
Konoyo  retained  tho  Iromiorship. 

11s  Did  you  discuss  with  Ur.  Shigemitsu,  Adnirr.l  Toyoda,  tho  then 
Foreign  Minister,  or  other  persons,  any  work  Hr.  Shigemitsu 
was  doing  or  conferences  h  .  was  having  with  Admiral  Toyoda  or 
othor  persons  on  those  matters  and,  if  so,  what  did  Hr. 
Shigemitsu,  Admiral  Toyoda,  or  suoh  other  porsons  3ay? 

Yes,  I  cun  quoto  two  instancos. 

(A)  At  LIr.  Shigemitsu '3  suggestion  a  mooting  took  place  at 
tho  Foreign  Ministry  botwoon  Admiral  Toyoda,  Kr.  Shigomitsu 
and  nysolf  at  whioh  tho  critical  stage  roachod  in  tho  Washing¬ 


ton  negotiations  was  explained  to  me  and  I  was  asked  to  urgo 
the  British  Govt,  to  play  thoir  part  in  averting  a  breakdown. 
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(3)  At  I>.  Shigonit3u's  r  <juost  Mr.  Shigeru,  Yoshida  crane  to 
Haya:ti  about  Oct,  1941  to  onqulro  whothor  I  could  mko  any 
personal  suggestions  for  onding  the  deadlock  in  regal'd  to  Indo¬ 
china.  I  was  however  precluded  by  ny  instructions  fror.  takinf 
any  official  part  in  discussing  the  ratters  under  nogotivfcioi: 
in  Washington 

iUISTION  NO.  12:  Did  you  discuss  with  Hr.  Shigomitsu  or  other  persons  the 

proposed  Konoyo  Conference  with  President  Roosovelt  and  any 
work  I Ir .  Ghiyomitsu  ’.ms  doing  with  regard  to  it,  tho  part,  i 
any,  it  was  pro-osed  ho  hav-  in  such  ooni'orenoo,  and,  if  so, 
what  did  h  ,  or  3uoh  other  persons  say? 

ANSWER: 

QUESTION  NO*  13:  Did  he  express  any  opinion  as  to  whothor  or  not  tho  purposo  of 

such  a  oonforonoo  ’  as  tho  peaceful  settlement  of  tho  difforonc 
between  Japan  t.nd  Great  Britain  and  tho  Unitod  States  and  tho 
c!mno<  s  of  success  of  such  c.  conference,  and,  if  30,  what  did 
ho  say  and  what,  if  anything,  did  you  say  with  regard  to  such 
oonforonoo? 

ANSWER: 

QUESTION  NO.  14:  From  vour  observation,  did  ho  show  any  reaction  of  discourago- 
nont  or  onooumg ;ncnt  or  othorwiso  v;hen  tho  proposed  conforcnc 
did  not  materialise  and,  if  so,  \ hat  reaction? 

ANSWER:  (12)  (13)  and  (14).  I  do  not  recollect  any  spocific  conver¬ 

sation  with  ;j*.  Shigonitsu  on  this  subjoct,  though  I  know  he 
was  generally  favourable  to  tho  idea  of  a  Rooscvclt-Konoyo 
mooting. 

,UNSTION  NO.  15:  Did  you  lator  hoar  from  an;'  persons  whether  or  not  it  v/r.s 

proposod  that  Hr.  Saigonitsu  bo  3ont  to  assist  Admiral  Nomura, 
tho  then  Japanese  Ambassador  to  tho  Unitod  States,  in  his 
negotiations  in  "fashington,  and,  if  so,  what  did  such  porsons 
say? 


ANSWER:  I  learned  that  tho  original  idea  of  tho  Foreign  Hinistor  had 
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'SriON  ifO*  16:  Did  you  hoar  from  any  porsons  that  such  proposal  was  votood, 
by  whoa  it  was  votood  and  for  T/hat  reasons? 

Jld  .BK:  Tho  proposal  was  votood  by  the  army  on  tho  ground  that 

Ur.  Shigomitsu  was  known  tc  be  too  friendly  to  tho  Yfootorn 

powers. 
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